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abounds in homely similes to illustrate the
meaning of ahankara whence all egoism
springs, and of gnana, without which there
can be no salvation. The air in an inverted
cup is shut off from the surrounding atmo-
sphere, but once remove the cup, and all
distinction ceases. One element remains,
boundless and undivided. Ahankara is like
the cup, and those who make a constant
effort to deny themselves, to break the shell
of their hardened nature, succeed in the end
in getting rid of the illusory self, No sooner
is the mainspring of selfishness destroyed than
atma (the individual soul) is set free, and once
more mingles with Brahma (the universal
soul) who is all in all.

As rays issuing from the sun are not
different from the sun, as billows rising on
the sea are the same as the sea, as sparks
flying from the fire are nothing but fire, so
the soul coming from God is God. God is
Love, and love alone is the true nature of
the soul.

Vedanta means End of the Veda, its final
lesson. What is taught in that last lesson is
discrimination between soul and personality,
which is like a veil over the soul. This veil
of Nature which conceals the True is called